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COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course will examine the history of our world since 1945.  Using a variety of approaches, including narrative readings, historical primary sources, and film, this course will introduce students to cultures across the world, helping them to construct a global historical narrative.  

This course satisfies the Humanities 2 requirement for general education.

READINGS:
Textbook: The World Since 1945: A Brief History, 2/E.  Daniel R. Brower.  

Patrick Rael, Reading, Writing, and Researching for History: A Guide for College Students.  Available online at http://academic.bowdoin.edu/WritingGuides/
GRADING:

Primary Source Analysis


15%
Newspaper Review of a Cultural Production
15%

Participation 




10%


Exam 1

 


20%

Exam 2

 


20%

Exam 3




20%

Grading Scale:






 90% - 100 %  A



 

 80% - 89%     B



    

 70% - 79%     C





 60% - 69%     D








 0% - 59%       E  

Course Outcomes:

Students in the course will: 1) Learn and demonstrate historical content knowledge, 2)  Strengthen their analytical skills through examining primary historical sources  3) Demonstrate their ability to create and support a historical argument based on their reading of a historical narrative book  4) Critically consider film and multimedia sources for bias and historical importance  5) Improve their writing skills through written papers and other written work

ASSIGNMENTS:

Primary Source Analysis:

After reading the assigned primary sources, you will offer an interpretation of the selected sources.  Your explanation should consider the author’s point of view and the historical context.  You must also consider the source’s audience and suggest the responses of others who might view this source.  Be sure to describe specific images, language, etc. found in the source, which support your interpretation of the documents. 

Newspaper Review of a Cultural Production

Instructor will post names of a few films.  Students will watch film, and respond to it by writing a newspaper review.  Like most newspaper reviews, this will require you to describe the context of the production, as well as the main themes, ideas, and feelings communicated by the production.  You must also analyze the significance of this cultural production and its message and meaning both within it its own culture and our current one.  The tone should be informative and descriptive, but concise and aimed at a general audience.  Although you may discuss how the production made you personally feel, you must go beyond a personal connection to discuss the larger ideas represented in this source. A handout with detailed instructions will be available on Blackboard.

Participation: 

On Blackboard.  Students will discuss documents, answer questions, etc.  Students may respond to what other students have posted.
Examinations: 

You will have three exams, as marked on the syllabus.  They are not cumulative.  Tests may include multiple choice, short answer identifications, and essay questions.

Students are required to check their Morehead State University email account regularly.  If you do not use your university account, you need to arrange to have emails from that account forwarded.  I will respond to most emails within 24 hours, except for holidays and weekends.  Please plan accordingly.

COURSE SCHEDULE: 

All readings need to be completed before the class in which they are assigned.

Week One: Post World War II
Jan 22-25
Chapter 1. Toward the Second Twentieth Century: The Second World War
Week Two: The Cold War
Jan 28– Feb 1

Chapter 2. The Cold War and the End of Western Empires, 1945-1950. 
Week Three: The Cold War
Feb 4-8
Week Four: Asia 
Feb 11-15
Chapter 3. Recovery in East Revolutions and Asia, 1950-1990.
Week Five: Asia
Feb 19-22

Primary Source Analysis
Week Six: South Asia
Feb 25-28

Chapter 4. New Nations in South Asia.
Mar 1
Exam 1
Week Seven: South Asia
Mat 4 - 8
Week Eight:  African Decolonization

Mar 11-15
Chapter 5. Africa and Latin America in the Third World. 
Week Nine: Latin America
Mar 18 – 22

Newspaper Review of a Cultural Production

Week Ten: The Middle East
Mar 25 – 28
Chapter 6. Nations at War in the Middle East
Mar 29

Exam 2

Spring Break 

Apr 1 - 5
Week Eleven: The Middle East
Apr 8 – 12

Week Twelve: Collapse of Soviet Empire
Apr 16 – 19

Chapter 7. The Cold War and the Fall of the Soviet Empire, 1953-1991
Week Thirteen: Collapse of Soviet Empire
Apr 22 – 26

Primary Source Analysis
Week Fourteen: Our Global World Today
Apr 29 – May 3
Chapter 8. Local Wars, Global Economy: The World after The Cold War.
Week Fifteen: Our Global World Today

May 6 - 9
May 10

Exam 3 
Student Outcomes: 

History is not just the past, but also an ongoing interpretation of the past.  Students will become familiar with historical sources and methods through writing and thinking critically about the past. In the course: 

1) Students will demonstrate their ability to read college-level critical, creative and technical texts for comprehension, as demonstrated by answering reading questions, writing a historical narrative paper, and class discussions, quizzes, and in class writings. (General Education SLO 1b)

2) Students will demonstrate their ability to write effectively for a variety of target audiences using conventions associated with Standard English in a historical narrative paper, the primary source exercise paper, and Cultural Production Newspaper review assignments. (General Education SLO 1c)
3) Students will demonstrate their ability to investigate the worldview and/or history of cultures outside the United States through an understanding of global history since 1945.  Students will use a historical textbook and narrative book to understand the perspective and experiences of others around the world.  This comprehension will be further strengthened by having students engage with art, film, and other creative productions as primary sources throughout the class, and will consider them in class discussion, the Primary Source Exercise and the Cultural Production Newspaper review assignments.  (General Education SLO 4b)
4) Students will demonstrate and evaluate content knowledge and reading comprehension through three examinations. Tests may include multiple choice, matching, short answer identifications, and essay questions. (General Education SLO 1b, 1c, 4b)
     Assignment Descriptions and Relations to SLO’s:

	Assessment 
	        SLO meet    

	Primary Source Analysis 
	Meets SLO 1b, 1c, 4b


	Newspaper Review of a Cultural Production


	Meets SLO  1c, 4b


	Class participation 


	Meets SLO 1b, 1c


	Examinations
	Meets SLO 1b, 1c, 4b



“Community Engagement: A Light to and from the Mountains”

The Professional Education Unit at Morehead State University delivers rigorous, high quality programs that prepare professionals informed by best national and international scholarship, plus research, literature, and experiences specific to Appalachia-  preparing professionals to improve the schools, quality of life, and the communities in which they live and serve. This statement is not only the strategic mission for the College, but it also incorporates the conceptual framework that guides all our activities.

ACADEMIC POLICIES

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA): In compliance with the ADA, all students with a documented disability are entitled to reasonable accommodations and services to support their academic success and safety.  Though a request for services may be made at any time, services are best applied when they are requested at or before the start of the semester.  Professional staff from MSU Academic Services Center (ASC) coordinates efforts to address accessibility needs and class accommodations with instructors of students who have learning or physical disabilities.  To receive accommodations and services the student should immediately contact the Disability Services Coordinator in the Office of Academic and Career Services, 223 Allie Young Hall, 606-783-5188, www.moreheadstate.edu/acs/.  If any accommodations are required, please let me know after class or during my office hours.  

Campus Safety Statement: Emergency response information will be discussed in class.  Students should familiarize themselves with the nearest exit routes in the event that evacuation becomes necessary.  You should notify your instructor at the beginning of the semester of you have special needs or will require assistance during an emergency evaluation. Students should familiarize themselves with emergency response protocols at www.moreheadstate.edu/emergency .

Ethics and Plagiarism: Students are expected to uphold an ethic of integrity as per the honor code of Morehead State University.  All coursework should be your own.  Plagiarism is using the words, sentences, or even ideas of another person without specific acknowledgment.  Plagiarism includes:  1) copying the work of another student with or without the other student’s knowledge; 2) collaborating with another student and submitting work that is identical, nearly identical, or inordinately similar; 3) changing a few words but copying the sentence structure without giving credit; 4) copying words and/or passages directly from books, articles, course readings, or internet sites, and failing to use quotation marks and/or offering appropriate citation.  If there are any doubts about what constitutes plagiarism it is the student’s responsibility to clarify any questions with the instructor.  If you are not sure what constitutes academic dishonesty, read The Eagle: Student Handbook or ask your instructor.  The policy is located at www.moreheadst.edu./units/studentlife/handbook/academicdishonesty.html.  ALL WORK submitted for this class must be your own – not copied, borrowed, downloaded, or otherwise taken and passed off as your own.  All answers should be based on the course materials assigned and your own analysis.  Activities such as, but not exclusively, giving other students in the course questions or answers to any test or quiz, plagiarizing, or pretending to be another student are violations of academic ethics.  Plagiarism and cheating are unacceptable, and a serious academic offense that will result in failure of the assignment, failure of the course, and reports filed with the Chair of the department and the Dean of Students.  In signing the Honor Statement, you state your awareness of these policies.  You MUST return the honor statement in order to pass this class.

